Artificial liver.
Artificial liver generally is classified as either inert or cell-based, although only the latter is a true artificial liver. Despite some major achievements and investment, no device is currently available; devices have either not been tested rigorously, or have failed to meet expectations in clinical trials. A successful device will provide the appropriate level of liver function, but it also must be applied in the appropriate clinical setting. An extracorporeal device may be capable of supporting a failing liver, but it will not correct portal hypertension. The future of this field depends on both the technical aspects of the device(s) and their application to the appropriate clinical situation.